
SAZWAX, The Tucson Chapter of International Encaustic Artists, is pleased to present the 
workshop DRAWING WITH ENCAUSTIC with visiting teacher Rodney Thompson---- 

Friday and Saturday March 4-5, 2011; 10-5 each day 
Venue: Artist Nancy Evans’ Studio, Tucson, AZ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   A discussion that my artist friends and I 
have had, especially when we were starting 
out, was “why are we using encaustic?  What 
does it offer that couldn’t be done with some 
other medium?”  Encaustic can create a 
literal depth visually, creating and enhancing 
an atmospheric perspective in its 
translucency that relates to the sense of 
spaciousness that I want for my art.   
   Encaustic is primarily thought of as a 
painting medium, and perhaps second as a 
medium useful with collage. I am particularly 
interested in methods of drawing with 
encaustic.  I have developed techniques using 
a variety of drawing tools and mediums that 
work well with encaustic.  Drawn elements 
separated by layers of medium not only 
create a sense of space but also are optically 
additive, allowing complexity and intensity of 
color and line not otherwise obtainable. 
   I will demonstrate and compare oil pastels, 
wax crayons, a variety of inks, graphite, 
charcoal, colored pencil, and oil pigment 
sticks, as well as other drawing materials and 
methods.  Methods of fusing the marks as 
well as applying subsequent layers of 
medium without disrupting the drawing will 
be explained and demonstrated.  
Additionally, I will demonstrate collaging 
paper and other elements, and talk about 
other areas of interest such as care and 
safety in packaging and shipping encaustic 
art.  
 
 
 
    

Top:  
Rodney Thompson working in his 
studio 
 
Bottom:  Nest 2 by Rodney Thompson 
 
 
 Workshop Fees: $200 plus $50 materials fee= $250 

Non-IEA members please add $40, or become a member of IEA for only $75/year! Go to 
www.international-encaustic-artists.com.  
To reserve your spot, send your deposit of $125 to Tucson Chapter IEA, c/o Sherrie Posternak, 
5625 N. Wilmot Rd., Tucson, AZ, 85750. Payment in FULL must be made by January 28, 2011. 
Note: The dates of this workshop coincide with the renowned Encaustic Invitational Exhibit 
opening at Conrad Wilde Gallery on Saturday evening, March 5. Also, you may want to take 
advantage of guest instructor Cari Hernandez’ workshop there on Sunday March 6. 
www.conradwildegallery.com.  

http://www.international-encaustic-artists.com/
http://www.conradwildegallery.com/


   Rodney Thompson has been working with encaustic for 10 years and has shown his encaustic 
work nationally.  He has taught encaustic workshops at his studio in Redding, CA, Cabrillo 
College in Santa Cruz, CA, Novato Arts Center in Novato, CA, and Hidden Valley art Institute in 
Carmel Valley, CA.  He has given presentations annually at the National Encaustic Conference at 
Montserrat College of Art in Beverly, MA.  His art is featured in the book “Encaustic with a 
Textile Sensibility,” by Daniella Woolf, and he contributed art and writing to the book “Encaustic 
Art: The Complete Guide to Creating Art with Wax,” by Lissa Rankin.  He and his wife Kathy, 
make custom cradled and specialty art panels for artists throughout the US.  His art and more 
information can be seen at www.rodneythompson.com.  
 
   “I have been passionately working with the encaustic medium for 10 years.  Working with 
encaustic at this time in art history as it experiences a renaissance is very thrilling to me.  There 
is a pioneering feeling in discovering the amazing potential for creativity with this medium and I 
feel there are still vast artistic frontiers to explore.  Personally I am interested in the visual 
translucent depth that encaustic allows as well as its adhesive qualities in adding interesting 
materials to my artwork.” 
 

                            
 

                                                         

 
Top Left:  Rodney 
Thompson painting 
 
Top Right: Aqua 3 
 
Bottom Left:  Basin and 
Range 30 
 
Bottom Right: 
Meditation Bowl  #24 

http://www.rodneythompson.com/

